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About the International RefugeeRights
Initiative

Thelnternational RefugeeRightsinitiative (IRRI)enhanceshe rights of those
excludedfrom state protection as a result of forced displacement,conflict,
discriminatoryviolenceand statelessnesdRRbelievesthat strengtheningthe
rights, capacities and democratic participation of these communitiex
refugees,the forcibly displacedthe conflict-affected, the statelessand those
sufferingviolentdiscriminationon the basisof their politicalstatust isessential
to buildingjust, peacefulandflourishingstatesand communities.

IRRIredressesthe imbalancesin power that fuel the violent exclusionof
vulnerablepopulationsfrom protectionthrough:

w tacklingthe root causesof exile, statelessnessdiscriminatoryviolence,
and conflictthroughwhichstate protectionislost;

W enhancig the agencyand protection of thosewho areforcibly displaced
or threatenedwith displacementand

W  promoting the re-building of just and inclusivecommunitiesin which
genuinecitizenshipsforgedanddisplacementandexilecomesto anend.

IRRI grounds its advocacy in regional and international human rights
instrumentsandstrivesto maketheseguaranteeseffectiveat the locallevel.

Thephotographsn this report weretakenby asylumseekersvho left Israel,by
IRRIstaff and by an independentphotographer,who all requestedto remain
anonymous.Thephotographsare publishedhere with their permission.Cover
photo: InternationalRefugeeRightslnitiative (© 2015).
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and are ableto accessnternational protection. Thefactthat there individualscamefrom Israel
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Holot is locatedin the Negev Desertin southernlsrael.lt is managedby the Israel PrisonService,
surrounded by fences, and is closed between 22:00 and 06:00. Under the current legislation
dresidents arerequiredto report for aheadcountbetween20:00and 22:003¢ Whilstdracorian, this
legislationis animprovementon the previousthat requiredthem to report three timesa day3’ The
nearestcity, BeerShevajs about 70 km away,with a publicbusconnectingthe two.38

Definedas an copen facility¢ by the Israeliauthorities, the characteristicsof Holot render it little
different from a detentionfacility. Intervieweesoften referredto it simplyasdprisoré, anddescribed
treatmentthere asinhumaneanddegrading AnEritreanasylumseekemwho hadspentayearin Holot
beforegoingto Rwandadescribechow he felt aboutthe facility:

In Holot, it is the worst. In the winter, it is the worst. In the summer,it is the worst. In the
winter it is socold you cannotsleep.In the summer,also,it is sohot you cannotbelieveit. It
isnot a placefor humanbeings Believeme. Youdon®seeanything.Yourheartis closed*®

Theseconditionsdirectly contributedto the decisionby 14 of the peopleinterviewedby IRRIwho left
Israelafter either beingdetainedor receivinga detentionorder. A Sudanesenanwho left from Holot
to travelto Ugandaexplained:

Firstwhenlleft Sudarl did this becausemy life wasmiserable My entire villagewasdisplaced
in camps[in Sudan].When| cameto Israelthey wanted me to help them. But the situation
haschangedtheywerein acampand| wasin prison.Now,if youcomparecampsandprisons,
acampis better. | waited 12 monthsbut the situaion wasonly gettingworse.| did not know
when | would go out. MaybeHolot is forever, maybefor 10 years.l thought: maybel will go
andseesomeplaceelse?

Oneinterviewee who left Israelfor Rwandahad receiveda detention order even though he was
married with a child and therefore did not meet the official criteria for detention aspublishedby (i K S
a A Yy AZH WE 3 Raotheddsylumseekerwho decidedto leaveafter receivinga detention order,
said:

Whenl receivedthe order | told them that there are two things| would not do: goto Holot,
or gobackto Sudanl knewHolotisnot aplaceto bein. Peoplein Holotare losingtheir minds;
they get problemsin their heads.But | alsodid not want to go to court. Thisneverchanges
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anythinganyway | decidedto leavesol cango andstudysomewhere??

Someintervieweeswho did not leavefrom detention alsomentionedHolotasafactor for decidingto
leavethe country. One Sudanesenanwho left Israelwhile he still had a valid visa,for example sad
that he dearnedfrom the experienceof friends who were in Holot alreadyor on the way there £
AnotherEritreanexplainedthat eventhoughhe did not receiveadetention order he knewthat hefell
within the criteria the Ministry of Interior published and sinceall his friends,who cameto Israelat
the sametime ashim, were sentto Holot, he decidedto leaverather than goingto renew his permit
andreceivinga detention order aswell.

However,detention was often the last straw for many asylumseekerswho échosé to leavelsrael.

TheirA yl olARt O\dede)émﬁi]ﬂ 1 y6E&S | yR2 NalGfl E?ﬁ’lﬁ‘% Nl SRS LIS | \C’l@)ﬁ(f A8z y SR
I & y 2 GNGSSHNE 2608 | @ KA dzyt Gy VEIJI K3 MAMIREB VLI 32 a8 SNI
FNB Y NF EADI VFNR ¥ NIl VAR Wbt ARY

| decidedto leave.l cannotlive all my life just workingwithout any status.| decidedto start
my life. [X] When| seethe situationin Israel- no changewill happen,unlessfor years,and
nobodyknowswhen.| decidedto take ariskandstart my life.*
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Yousit there, and no one s listeningto you. It is like in Sudan,we are running away from
persecutionsgtill. [...] Originallyl wasaboutto goto collegein Sudanput | left becauseof the
problemswith the government.l wanted to go somewhereelse and look for asylumand
education.l cameto Israel and found neither - not educationand not asylum.| wasthere
almostsixyearsandnothingchangedThingsonly got worse ¢
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Instructions for departure
from Israel

Arrival at Benit INAIERSETon the specified date &

' YRY YA INI2YyANRRE O bz ‘m

l.j S f S L)M@ZY')I@ @dm KjX'Féjﬁ I t Y S (Near the Information and VAT refund counter)

Should a problem arise, the passenger is requested to contact one of
the following numbers:

2 K Syi K& NI y & 7 SINSNBEIR'S | I psatin o, 03 7284020372813
NNJ @SR S16 B SLI2NES LI2 e

Permissible baggage:

I.
lj 6 Ia & Y S %y{ ﬁ I 7\ u:FAQM SI Yy A) Standart suitcase weighting no more than: - ,_ kg/person
a. S !J K SJH K 2 LI?\s/fU | E K &J;\NNJ B) Carry-on weigh_\ingno morg kham.g7|lerson
R 2 O dZY. B y. R &tSS uéULSN\ll]JdZI K I ; :ﬂ::y::::o::{a:’nv;::rpoé;e;t:orm':;el:\an'loo ML of fluids)
u K % e dzﬂRo $ w @ﬁ S 1?8 bagg’:ge. 8 q pay the fee for any excess
i K S YWZ YO&: azgra NN 0 KrE2 ? D) i;irsdi‘r:;ijor:mt’:::;rlgjthesuitcase,aspersecurityinsuucuons
}\ Q u By S M‘RIS}\ N‘]_'Jz{ l\‘qub WS d E) Ifyouq.:cideto_payiorexzra baggage weight you should arrive with
g K3 ST & NF ﬂl‘ﬂﬂ I YRR & O NKWAQ s
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